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schools and share what she has seen as a 

benefit from the program here at IC. 

 

The faculty attending this year’s event 

included Mrs. Blentlinger, Mrs. O’Brien, 

Mrs. Weidman, Mrs. Robertson, and Mrs. 

Elwood.  While in New Orleans everyone 

attended hours of continuing education 

seminars, various meetings, and dinners. 

 

Our students will be happy to know that 

learning is a life long process and even a 

teacher can go back to school and learn 

something new.  

 

Of course, who can go to New Orleans 

and not have a little fun?  The group 

enjoyed a riverboat ride and tours of the 

city and its historic landmarks. 

NCEA 2011 New Orleans 

The Big Easy was the site of this year’s 

National Catholic Educational Association  

meeting.  The event,  a yearly gathering 

of Catholic educators, is an opportunity 

to meet and discuss the issues that are 

impacting our nation’s Catholic schools 

and its educators.  

 

The convention is formatted into two 

major sections, elementary and 

secondary education.  The I.C. staff 

attending were able to attend programs 

based both on their specialties and 

general subjects such as math or science. 

 

Mrs. Elwood was able to attend lectures 

on math, science, and reading and one of 

the seminars was specific to the Simple 

Solutions grammar program used in Mrs. 

Elwood’s class.  She was able to visit with 

company representatives and other 

teachers from across the country that are 

using the program and gain insight into 

what has been successful in other 

Passing of an IC Institution 
 

On Sunday, May 8 the I.C. family was 

informed of the loss of Mr. Frank Post.  Mr. 

Post was a fixture at I.C. for over four 

decades.  

 

Mr. Post was instrumental in ensuring that 

the building was maintained in a safe 

manner and could be found working on just 

about anything in the school.  From fixing a 

heater to installing a light or patching the 

steps, Mr. Post, along with his brother 

George, has been the glue holding the 

building together.  Mrs. Virginia Post, 

Frank’s wife, spent many years in our school 

cafeteria providing countless meals and 

heartfelt love to our children. 

 

After his 43 years of dedicated service to 

both Immaculate Conception School and 

Parish we now face the challenge of filling 

the shoes of a man who is truly 

irreplaceable.  

 

On behalf of everyone at I.C., we extend our 

deepest sympathies to the Post family and 

rejoice in knowing that he is now with his 

eternal Father in heaven and enjoying the 

rewards of  a life spent in Christian service  

to others. 

 

God bless you, Mr. Post. 

Preschool Three year olds– The three year 

olds are busy learning about the changing 

seasons and are completing their letter and 

number books.  They recently hosted their 

Mothers for Tea and will have donuts with 

their dads later in May. 

Preschool Four year olds – Our four year 

olds have been working on their alphabet 

and Mother’s Day projects.  The fours 

continue to work on art projects and have 

created a wonderful collection showing the 

progress over the past year. 

 Kindergarten – The kindergarten class is 

learning about the Rosary and learning the 

poem “Lovely Lady Dressed in Blue” in 

honor of Mary.  The students are also 

learning about the value of money and the 

math involved in the denominations and 

making change. 

First Grade - The first graders visited the 

Fort Smith Museum and took a trolley ride 

in downtown Fort Smith.  They learned a lot 

about the history of Fort Smith and the 

western expansion.  They also performed 

their annual American Heritage Program for 

their parents and the school.  Each child 

selects a famous American and reads a 

Kidz Corner 
Our theme for the school year is the scripture verse : 

“… what does the Lord require of you?  To act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 

your God.”  Micah 6:8 Immaculate Conception students will memorize this verse and do 

special activities around the theme and its meaning.  

Gallery 

 

The 2011 I.C. Festival was held the 

weekend of May 6 and 7 and was truly 

blessed with perfect weather.  It was a 

weekend full of family fun, games and 

activities.   This year’s event featured the 

addition of a climbing wall and the return 

of all of your favorites of years gone by. 

 

The festival, I.C.’s largest event is critical 

to ensuring the long term success of the 

school and parish in educating the youth 

of our parish in the Catholic tradition. 

 

Scout “Sundae” was held Sunday May 

15, and was an afternoon of fun for our 

Cub Scouts and Webelos.  The scouts 

and their families enjoyed sundaes and 

floats and had fun visiting and sharing 

stories about the year’s camp outs and 

activities. 

 

Field Day at I.C. School will be held May 

27 and is a way for the kids to celebrate 

the end of the school year.  The 

students will be treated to outdoor 

games, a bounce-a-round, and treats. 

short report and dresses up to portray that 

person. 

Second Grade –  The second graders were 

busy preparing for their First Communion and 

creating a memory book for this year.  In May 

they also visited Deer Acre Zoo and learned 

about the animals and had some fun in the 

process.  

Third Grade –  Our third graders made their 

own paper from leaves, flowers, and grass to 

make books for their Mother’s Day gifts.  They 

also took a trip to Mt. Magazine to get a close

-up day of learning about Mother Nature.  

Fourth Grade – The fourth graders in Mrs. 

Danciu’s class created a Mother’s Day 

cookbook in computer lab.  Mrs. Frala’s class 

has been busy working and reading with their 

preschool buddies.  In art class the fourth 

graders made bags for their Mothers Day 

gifts. 

Fifth Grade –   The fifth graders  visited the 

Prairie Grove Battlefield State Park in May and 

toured the historical structures in Ozark 

Village.  They also learned about life during 

the Civil War and viewed Civil War era 

artifacts.  In art the students are painting the 

school habitat in the impressionist style. 

Sixth Grade -  The sixth graders elected their 

Covenant Award recipients (see story) and 

were prepared for graduation.  The sixth 

graders made paper mache crucifixes in art, 

and they were blessed on Holy Thursday by 

Fr. Greg.    

Choir-  The school choir sang at the state 

Knights of Columbus convention that was 

held in Fort Smith in May.  Over fifty state 

councils were present, and Bishop Taylor 

celebrated the mass. 

School Wide-  The school helped “bail out” 

Fr. Joseph from MDA jail.  School and parish 

families raised  approximately $4,000! 

Food, Fun, and Fellowship 
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Sixth Graders Look Back 

A Time to Reflect 
What is one of you favorite memories of I.C.? 

Mrs. Smith’s Class 

Fourth grade trip to Tulsa aquarium and zoo.  

Lynley Sharum, Bailey Palmer, April Alvarado, 

Madison Stites, and Andrew Hendricks, 
 

Playing violin for my class. Evan Myrick 
 

Our fifth grade trip to Prairie Grove Battlefield 

and museum.  Alec Bruce 
 

When the hamster got loose during nap time in 

kindergarten and ran around waking everyone 

up.  Hayden Ellis 
 

Receiving the Covenant Award from my fellow 

classmates and being presented the award at 

mass by Fr. Joseph.  Kelly Montgomery and 

Kelly Thomas 
 

Our field trip to Little Rock. 

Hannah Maestri & Emmanuel Rodriguez 
 

The end of the year party after fifth grade. 

Ashley Seiter 
 

When I first started at IC in first grade, the 

singing in the morning.  I wasn't sure what they 

were singing but it felt good.  Carlson Ketcham 
 

Loosing my tooth in second grade. 

Hannah Quimbo 
 

Making crafts and my mother keeping all of 

them.  Abby Dahlem 
 

Christian’s game winning three pointer against 

Lavaca.  Tanner DeWitt 
 

Meeting a new friend.   Adriana Martinez 
 

Earning a medal in track.  Sean Franklin 
 

Laughing at lunch so hard milk…  Well, it wasn't 

pretty.  Ben Keating 
 

This past festival, our last festival as an IC 

student.  Valentina Martinez 

Welcome 

Fr. Joseph 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Immaculate Conception Church  is celebrating 

the addition of our new associate pastor Fr. 

Joseph Archibong.  

 

Fr. Joseph has been very busy since coming to 

I.C. and is enjoying meeting all of the families.  

Fr. Joseph can often be found at the school 

greeting our students as they arrive in the 

morning and attending the morning prayers and 

announcements. 

 

Fr. Joseph has just celebrated his one year 

anniversary as a priest, and his time at I.C. has 

involved many firsts, most recently his first “First 

Communion”.  Fr. Joseph was ordained a priest 

in the Diocese of Little Rock, and while he is 

originally from Nigeria, he will be serving in this 

diocese as a parish priest for some time.   

 

Fr. Joseph comes from a large family, and has  

eight brothers and sisters.  In addition to Fr. 

Joseph, the family is also blessed with another 

priest in the family.  His brother was also 

ordained in the Diocese of Little Rock but has 

since gone back to Nigeria to serve in his home 

diocese. 

 

Fr. Joseph loves to garden and is currently 

growing a wide array of vegetables in the school 

habitat.  From corn to tomatoes and peppers to 

watermelon the variety is quite extensive.  Fr. 

Joseph hopes that despite all of the rain some 

of it will appear in the school cafeteria on  the 

salad bar.  In addition to gardening, Fr. Joseph 

enjoys playing soccer and can be found playing 

in the evening when his duties allow him. 

Some Cheese 

With That Wine 

 

Parents joined the I.C. faculty and staff at the 

spring PTO meeting in order to recognize two 

very special women for their service to I.C 

School.  Mrs. Susan Schulte and Mrs. Patty 

O’Brien received special thanks and praise for 25 

years of service to our beloved school.  While 

this is not an uncommon occurrence at an I.C. 

PTO meeting, it is always a reason to celebrate. 

 

Several parents attending the meeting 

speculated that one of the reasons I.C. School 

was so successful at retaining teachers was 

because of the family atmosphere surrounding 

the I.C. learning community.  The pair was first 

treated to some kind words by their fellow 

teachers, and then presented with a gift by the 

PTO President, Mary Llew Anders.  

 

Everyone was invited to stay after the meeting 

for cake and refreshments.  Patty Frala, fourth 

grade teacher, said, “(Susan’s) deep abiding 

faith in our Lord is evident in all areas of her life, 

and is one of the many, many qualities that 

make her a blessing for I.C. School.”  Ann 

Cannon, Curriculum Director, referred to Patty 

O’Brien as “an everlasting fountain of 

compassion” and an “unwavering model of 

Christianity”.  The admiration of and respect for 

both teachers by their coworkers was extremely 

Mrs. Hill’s Class 

The first day of school each year, the excitement I 

felt  entering a new year.  Kirstyn Baker 
 

My first day as an IC student. Greyson Beasley 
 

Meeting Emma Cannon.  Seth Becker 
 

Second grade field day, showing my best friend 

around since it was her first year.  Sidney Bieker 
 

Finding my new dog Eli on the front steps of 

school.  Emma Cannon 
 

The first time I met Abby.  Natalie Curry 
 

After Mrs. Frala returned from being gone, we 

got root beer floats for being good for the 

substitute.  Jordan Dart 
 

Our sixth grade field trip to Little Rock.  Patrick 

Dougherty and Brandon Taylor 
 

Fourth grade field day.  Peyton Drackett 
 

Making pies in third grade.  Natalie Fitts 
 

Our trip to the Tulsa zoo.  Abby Rector and Cade 

Baker 
 

Our field trips and making friends.  Emma Kate 
 

Knowing that IC was going to be a great school.  

Max  Maestri 
 

Going to Pizza Warehouse in 4th and 5th grade. 

Will McNally Peter Sayre 
 

My first day of fifth grade, my first year at IC.  

Zahra Mirzaei 
 

Going to Southside for our fifth grade track 

meet.  Selitha Phonkhoumphon 
 

My first day of kindergarten when I didn't want 

to leave my mom and met Natalie who felt the 

same way.  Abby Underwood 
 

Going to the BOB competition in Conway.  Lydia 

Weidman 

Twenty Five Years 

Of Educating at I.C. 

 

On April 14 the Immaculate Conception 

School Advancement Committee hosted 

a wine and cheese social.  The event was 

an opportunity for the board to say thank 

you to everyone who helped I.C. during 

this year’s annual fund through their 

donations of time, talent, or treasure. 

 

The donations of time, talent, and 

treasure are critical to the success of I.C. 

School and the advancement board 

wanted to show its appreciation with a 

casual social.  Babysitting was provided 

for the drop-in reception making it easier 

for families to enjoy a worry-free evening. 

 

Mrs. Blentlinger and Father Greg were on 

hand, as well as board members, to thank  

families for the impact that they make on 

I.C.  We plan to make this an annual 

event and look forward to seeing you 

next year. 

Are you a graduate of I.C. Elementary School or a parent of an I.C. graduate?   We 

would love to keep in touch.  Please complete the form below and send to: 

Immaculate Conception School,  223 South 14th, Street  Fort Smith,  AR  72901 

Attention: Alumni Relations

 

Name (include maiden if changed): ___________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Graduation Year:  ____________ OR 

 

Parent of Graduate:  ____________ __________________   Year of Graduation _______ 

Alumni Registration 
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Covenant Award Winners 

The sixth grade classes selected their     

Covenant Award winners for the 2010-2011 

school year.  The winners represent the 

students who most often share and model 

their relationship with God to peers and 

others by following God’s covenant with 

his faithful. 

 

The winners from Mrs. Hill’s class were  

Lydia Weidman, daughter of Daniel and 

Kathleen Weidman and Brandon Taylor, 

son of Anthony and Michelle Taylor.  The 

winners from Mrs. Smith’s class were 

Kelly Montgomery, daughter of Mark 

and   Christie Montgomery and Kelly 

Thomas son of Marshall and Kathy 

Thomas. 

Please congratulate these young people  

on setting 

such a fine 

example of 

living the 

gospel in 

their life. 

The Scrip Program is making some 

changes next year, ones that Mrs. B 

hopes will not only benefit the school but 

also the families that participate in the 

program.  After a successful first year, 

with income of just over $4,000, it has 

been decided to allow families using 

Scrip to use part of the profit towards 

tuition or fees. 

 

The families using Scrip this year on a 

regular basis averaged over $300 profit.  

A family receiving 50% of that profit 

would see a much smaller book fee, for 

example. More information coming soon.    

SCRIP 

 

evident through out the night.  Principal, 

Sharon Blentlinger, said that former students 

always want to pay a visit to Mrs. Schulte when 

they to I.C. School, and share their favorite 

expression of Mrs. O’Brien’s…”It’s not odd; it’s 

God!”   

 

Mrs. O’Brien is the current liturgy coordinator 

and a religion teacher.  She holds a B.A. in 

elementary education.  She and husband, Jim, 

have two children who both graduated from 

I.C. School.  An interesting fact about Patty is 

that she was Sharon’s very first PTO president. 

 

Mrs. Schulte earned both a B.A. in elementary 

education and a M.S. in special education.  She 

has taught the learning lab for the last 13 

years.  Prior to coming to work at I.C., Susan 

put her degree to good use by setting up 

special education resource rooms at two local 

public elementary schools in Van Buren and 

Fort Smith.  She and husband, Mike, have 

three children, who attended I.C. and three 

grandchildren.  Mrs. Schulte said that I.C. was 

her “home away from home” and “truly the 

best school in Fort Smith!” 

 

Congratulations on 25 amazing years of 

educating young minds at I.C. 


